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Ordered, 


HAT Paul Dudley and Jonathan 

Remington, Eſqrs, give the Thanks of 

this Board to the Reverend Mr. John Swift, 

for his SER M ON Preached to the General 

Aſſembly, on the Day of Election of Coun- 

cellors, and deſire a Copy thereof in order to 
its being Printed. | 
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J. Willard, Secr. 
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Buy Fohn Swift, M. A. 


And Paſtor of the Church in Framingham. 
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T. Hancock, at the Bible ard Three Crowns 


in Ann-Street, 17 3 2. 


. 
* 
1 
* 
b 
* 
d 
2 
. S 
. * 
_ 5 
0 
* 
* 
4 Us 
J - 
- -y 4 
* 
Ls 
-. 
* 
f . 
LET * 
* 
* 
4 -. 
. 
v7 
. 
o 
C 8 
— 
. 
AK 
LO 
* 
* 
» * 4 
% 
LC J 
. 2 . IP 
7 1 8 
— N * 
N 4 
* 
* 
— 


SESSASSISESSISSSSSASSSSSS & 
OCD 22D OCDYOGBIOCEDNICDOEEDOODY Hp 
EEE EEE 
GESEEESSBEDSEEDBBEDBSESSHSESBBBEDS 
ELL LLELLLLLLLLEEL ELLE) 


AN 


Flection- Sermon. 
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LUKE xiii. 9. 


AND if it bear Fruit well ; And if not, 
then after that thou ſhalt cut it down. 


. 
— * _ = od - 
oi Ip oo iS.” 


$834 S& SMMUTABILITY is an eſſential Pro- 

CO nv: perty of that Being that we worſhip 
22 (993 e and adore. All created Beings either 
2 Gt in the viſible or inviſible World, are 
255 in their own nature mutable : Had it 


2189 2 not been ſo with the Angels, they 


N had never fallen : And Man at his beſt 


as to the ſtrongeſt Conſtitutions of the ſeveral Or- 
ders of Men that there have been in the world, either 
in State or Church, how long have they abode in their 
honour? What is become of the Four Monarchies ? The 
© Affyrian, the Grecian, the Perſian and theRoman ? And 
as to theChurch catholic or Chriſtsspouſe we read, (a) 
that She is beautiful as Tirzah, comely as Feruſalem ; 


But what is become of the Beauty of the one or Come- 


lineſs of the other? Again, She lJooketh forth as the 
Morning, whoſe appearance is not always ſteady. Fair 
- 0 


mn... 


(a) Cant. 6 4, 10, 


SSL BLS Eſtate was altogether vantity. And 
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as the Moon, which hath her increment & her waine. 


Clear as the Sun, which yet hath its Macule S'lares, 


or Sun Spots, and ſometimes ſhines forth with its Meri- 


dian brightneſs, and at other times is clouded or eclips'd. 
Again,as if the moſt ſplendid of inamimate beings were 
not ſufficient to deſcribe her by, ſhe is ſaid to be ferrible 
as an Army with Banners, which ſometimes is crowned 
with Victory, and ſometimes is defeated. And no par- 
ticular eccleliaſtic conſtitution,whether formed byGQD 
or invented by Man, hath prevailed” to keep a Church 
from corruption. The Church of Hrael it ſelf, tho” it 
was National and a Theocraſy, having their Canons and 
Regulation from Heaven, yet ſoon grew corrupt: as in 
Jer. 2. 21. Ter I had planted thee a noble vinè, wholly 


a right Seed: how then art thou turned into the dege- - 


nerate plant of a ſtrange vine unto me? Here is a dole- 
ful change, a noble vine, planted by Heaven, wholly a 
right Seed, but alas turned into the degenerate plant 
of a ſtrange vine, Sc. It was a generous vine, but now 
a vine turned clear out of kind. And there is a de- 
ſcription of the Jewiſh Church, in its good & bad State, 
its flouriſhing & decaying ſtate, its holy & corrupt ſtate, 
in its fruitful and barren ſtate. And as to the Goſpel 
Churches that we read of, what is become of them ? 
Are they not cut down for their Barrenneſs ? Where is 
that Church that was at Feru/alem ? And the Church of 
the Romans,Corinthians, Galatians, Epheſians, Philip- 
pians, Coloſſians, Ihe ſſalonians, and all the Seven Afian 


Churches, and others ? Are they not all cut down for 


theirApoſtacy or Barrenneſs? But to return to Zudea, 


becauſe the words that I have now read are the cloſe of 


a Parable delivered by our Saviour to the eus, to them 


primarily, not to them only; but to us, and to all who 


enjoy the means of Grace. 


Some Years paſt, on the o:caſion that we are now 
met upon, an ingenious Parallel t was run in this place 
between Ner- England and Canaan : And I with and 


pray that we in this Land, may not equalize or exceed 


the Inhabiters of that in their Sin and Puniſhment, 
Barrenneſs & Doom. In 


8 — 


t By Dr. Colman in kis laſt Election Sermon, 1723. 
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In the Parable before us, our Lord Jeſus ſets forth the 
ſtate of the Fews, by a Fig-tree planted in his Vineyard, 
Sc. Now as ſome Scripture propheſies are often fulfill'd, 
ſo ſome Scripture Parables or Tropes are variouſly ap- 
plicable every Perſon ſeated in Chriſts viſible Church 
is a Tree planted in bis Vineyard, and every ſuch Church 
is a Tree planted in the Vineyard of the World. (Y) 


For brevity ſake, I ſhall not offer any Analytical ac- 


count of the parts of this Parable ; but keep as near as I 


can to the words of my Text, and the eccaliin of our 
being here. 


JL In the words then more generally, we have the 
continued interceſſion of the Dreſſer of the Vineyard 
for the Barren Fig-tree, vis. That it might have longer 


forbearance, or a reprieve. — 


II. We have in the words a double Hypotheſis, as 
I. F It it bear Fruit. 
2. L If it bear not Fruit. 


And as to the firſt of theſe, if it bear Fruit, in the 
Greek it is K av u II xapaor” i. e. allo if it make 


Fruit, q. d. altho' they are barren, yet if they will in 


the uſe of farther means exert the utmoſt of their Powers, 
and by GOD's Bleffing become fruitful (for all depends 
on that) why then &c. As to the ſecond of the Hy- 


otheſes a if not, i. e. if it ſhould not prove 
ruitſul. 


%% als os mA 
ſwerable to the twofold ſuppoſition, as 


1. If it bear fruit, Well. 2. And if not, Then thou 
ſhalt cut it down. The words well and then are 
not in the Original, but here is the figure we call A- 
poſiopeſis, i. e. when more is intended than is literally 
expyeſt, which is elſewhere obſervable in the HolyScrip- 
tures ; or whereby a Perſon in a Paſſion breaks oft a 
Diſcourſe, yet ſo that he may be underſtood : The plain 

meaning 


(3) Calvin in Loc. 
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meaning ſeems to be, that if the Jews who had been 
for a long time a barren and unfruitful People, ſhould 
at length prove a religious and fruitful People, then it 


ſhould be well with them, otherwiſe ruin and deftruc- 


tion ſhould follow. 


IV. There is in the words a Limitation reſerring to 
the laſt conceſſion or concluſion in thoſe words, After 
that thou ſhalt cut it down. Several weighty Truths 
are contained in, or flow from this verſe, As, 


DOCTRINE, I. 


That Interceſſion with & O D for bis Sinful Peo- 
le, is a Duty well pleaſing to Him. 


In our Text and Context, Interceſſion is made with 
GOD ſor the barren figtree: The Interceſſor is the 
Dreſſer of the vineyard, vis. the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the 
great Prophet and High Prieſt of His People: The 
Interceſſion is that the barren Jews might be tryed with 
farther Time and Means, And now this Heavenly 
Dreſſer of the Vineyard ſhews by His own Example 
what His Miniſters ſhould do, in thoſe things wherein 
He is imitable by them, in each of which His Example 
hath the virtue and force of a Command. 


And by the way, we may becautioned againſt think- 
ing that this Interceſſion imports that Chriſt is more 
merciful than G O D the Father : But it ſhews the 


greatneſs of the mercy and pity of Chriſt towardsbſuch 
as have deſervedHis ſevere Indignation, in that he tryes 


them with Seaſons and Means of Salvation, as long as 
is meet, before he proceeds to utmoſt ſeverity. 


Again, We ſhould be cautioned againſt blending the 
Interceſſion of our great High Prieſt in Heaven, with 
our Oriſons or dirges,as the manner of ſome hath been, 
who among other vendables in their Merchandiſe of the 
Souls of Men, 2 a Learned Author hath lately ſet 
forth in a clear Light ) they ſell their Maſſes, Prayers, 
&c. for the Redemption ofSouls : We knov', thatChriſt 
is our ſole Advocate & Interceſſor, by virtue of his own 


merit: He trod the Wine-preſs of His Fathers Wrath 
alone, 
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alone, and of the People there was none with Him, 
Jai ab 63. 3. And to which of the Angels did GOD 
at any time ſay, ask of me, and I will give thee, &c. as 
in Pſal. . 8. The Office & Power of asking belongs to 
Him who is the only begottenSon of GOD (c): Others 
do not interceed as he doth; all our Prayers and Inter- 
ceeſſions paſs through His, being mixt with the ſweet 

Incenſe of His merits, they are offered on that Golden 
Altar that is before the. Throne, as in Rev. 8. 3, 4. 
And now that the Prayers and Interceſſions of GOD'% 
Servants and Saints for a periſhing People are well pleaſ- 
ing to him is evident from Ezek. 22. 30. I ſoughr for 
a Man among them that fhould make up the Hedge and 
ſtand in the Gap before me, for the Land that I ſhould 
not deſiroy ir. And it is GOD'sWill as in 1Tim 2.1,-3. 
| That Supplications, Prayers, Interceſſions &c. be = 
for al} Men, for we are told that this is good and ac- 
ceptable in the ſight of GOD our Saviour, &c. 


| DOCTRINE, II. 
That if ſuch a People as have been a Degenerate or 


Barren People, ſhall at length become à Religious; 
and Fruitful People, all ſhall be well with then, 


Let me here remark, That there are certain Theolo- 
gical Terms or Phraſes that are ſometimes uſed in the 
Holy Scriptures,and in our Ordinary diſcourſes that ſig- 
nify one and the ſame Thing: Sometimes both Tables 
of the Moral Law areCompriſed under the General term 
of Religion, or Godlineſs, Obedience, Righteouſneſs, 
the Fear of GOD, and the like: Sometimes one of the 
Graces is put by a Synechdoche for the reſt, as Faith, 
Repentance, c. So by the General term ofFruitfulneſs ; 
the whole of our Duty to GOD and to Man may be 
comprehended : to ſuch we are bid to ſay, that it fhall 
be well with them. Tho' the Foundations ſhould be 
Overthrown and Mountains Removed, Yet it ſhall be 
well with ſuch (d) all ſhall work together for their 
Good, let them meet with Proſperity or Adverſity, yet 
they may Sleep . aſſured of this that ole 
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beſt State is growing better and better, and all ſhall be 
well with them for Time and Eternity. 23d Tſalm ult. 
Were I able, yet Time would fail me to recount the 
many Promiſes and Bleſſings lay*d up in Store to encou- 
rage ſuch Fruitfulneſs as may be ſeen in many Chapters 
and Pſalms in the HolyScriptures. Inſtead of more fee 
Deut. 28 at the beginning. And it ſhall come to P x4 

sf thou ſbalt hearken diligently unto theVoice of the Lord 
thy GOD), to obſerve and to do all his Commandments 

which I Command thee this Day: That the Lord thy 

GOD will ſet thee on high above all the Nations of the 
Earth. And all theſe Bleſſings ſhall come upon thee 
and overtake thee, if thou ſhalt hearken to the Voice of 
rhe Lord thy GOD. Sleſſed ſhall thou be inthe City, 
&c. Then follows a long train of Bleſſings, and well it 
is and will be with the Enjoyers ofthem. And happy 
is that People that are in ſuch a caſe, yea happy is that 
People whoſe God is the Lord. If the Tree will be 
fruitful, there will be cauſe of rejoycing on all ſides, as 
Mr. Henry on the place faith, «© GOD will be pleaſed 
«for He will be praiſed, Miniſters hands will be 
ce ſtrengthned, and fuch Penetents will be their joy now, 
ce and their Crown ſhortly, nay there will be joy inHea- 
cc ven for it . And as for the Tree it ſhall not only. 
be ſaved from Ekkoprion or cutting down, but be tranſ- 
planted to the heavenly Paradiſe. GOD will be tender 
of his faithful People, Jer. 2. 3. Vrael was 1 un- 
to the Lord, all that devour him ſball offend; evil 
ſhall come upon them ſaith the Lord. And how well 
pleaſed Chriſt is therewith, we may read in Cant. 4. 12, 
13,14. Tig good being here, &c. But I muſt paſs from 
Gerezin to Ebal. And now let us turn the Tables. 


And 3dly we may obſerve, | 

III. That GOD will moſt certainly ſooner or later, 
utterly Ruin & Deſtroy, ſuch as never bring forth 
good aud acceptable Fruit to himſelf: or ſuch as 
are finally Spiritually Barren and Unfruttful. 


Cut it down ſaith the Owner of che Vineyard, and 
altho? upon interceſſion it be Reprieved, yet after the 
laſt means are uſed all conſent in the abſcition or cutt- 
ing down of the Tree, and great is the fall thereof. A 
great part of the Holy Scripture is ſpent to ſet forth e 

miſery 
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miſery of ſuch, fee Deut. 28. from the 15 ver. to the 
end of the Chapter, Zug it hall come to paſs, if thou 


wilt not hearken unto the voice of the Lord thy God, to 


obſerve to do all his commandments and his ſtatutes 
which I command thee this day; that all theſe curſes 
Hall come upon thee, and overtake thee, Curſed ſhale 
thou be in the City, &c. And then follows a Black Roll 
of Curſes to the end ofthe Chapter, When ſuch Barren 


Trees ſhall have been for a time under the probation of 


Heaven, GOD will in his vindictive juſtice cut off their 
natural Lives, never to be re-enjoyed upon Earth, and 
exclude them for ever from any place in Heaven, and 
align them their portion in everlaſting Burnings. How 
dreadfully hath GOD cut down many barren 'Trees ? 
Whoever reads Joſephus, the Jewiſh Hiſtorian, Clarks 
Examples, and the late Clarkſon and others, will find 
luch an account thereof as will affect any heart of Fleſh. 
But let me inſtance only in the uus, becauſe my Text 
O much reſpects them. That Tree had been lopt b 

the Babylonians; but at length the Roman Axe mu 

cut it down : The foreſight of which moved our Sa- 
viour to weep over Feruſalen, as in Luke 19. 41, 42. 


And when be was come near, he beheld the City, and 


wept ouer it, which is but once more recorded of him 
in the Goſpel, (John 11. 35. ) as Dr. Owen obſerves. 
And that the word here uſed *exaav'ss denotes aWeeping 
with Lameatation, and is for our example & imitation ; 
that we might know how deplorable and miſerable a 
thing it is, for a People, a City, a Perſon to withſtand 
their Day of Grace. And how weighty are our Saviours 
words that were mixt with his tears over Feruſalem? 
F thou hadſt known, or Oh that thou hadſt known. 
The Greek conjunction «x? is well rendred by Utinam, 


9. d. I wiſh that thou hadſt known, Thou even Thou, 


the ingemination is emphatical, q. 4. Thou Antient 


City, thou City of David, thou Seat of the Temple 


and all the Worſhip of GOD, thou antient habi:ation 
of the Church; ar leaſt in this thy day, &c. but now 
they are hid from thine eyes. For the days will come, 
as in ver. 43. that thine enemies ſhall caſt a trench about 
thee, &c. Now after thoſe things of their Peace had 
been hid from their eyes, as in 7% 12 from ver. 57, 
42 And in Romans 11. 7, 8, 10. & 25, ver. GOD 
infli Ted Te.nporal Judgments on them, for beſides their 

B 2 affliction 
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afflictions in divers Countries, being toſſed up and down 
by the Deputics of the Romans, there were ſlain ( as I 
read) in Cæſarea, twenty thouſand in one day: At 
; Alexandria, fifty thouſand another day: At Zebulon & 
i Jopp eight thouſand & ſour hundred, beſides the burn- 
ing of the Towns: At Demaſcus ten thouſand had their 
11 thtoats cut: In the Seige of Fera/alem they fo famiſhed 
that Oxens dung was accounted good meat ------------ 
| and ſome Women boiled their own Children and did 
eat them; many thinking to ſave their Lives by flyin 
| to the Romans, were {lit in pieces to ſearch for Gol * 
g and Jewels in their Entrails. Two thouſand dyed thus 
13 miſerably in one Night. Ninety ſeven thoufand were 
| taken Priſoners at the taking of the City by Tirus, and 
| eleven hundred thouſand were ſlain, the Priſoners were 
q . carryed to Rome in triumph; others ſlain in ſundry 
[ places at the Conquerors will, ſome were torn in pieces 
} and devoured by wild Beaſts, others were compell'd 
[! to march in troops againſt their fellows, and to kill one 
another, to make the Spectators ſport. Much more may 
[| be ſeen in Hiſtory concerning the cutting down of that 
| 'Tree, which once flouriſhed more than any-in theWorld, 
and ſent forth its boughs unto the Sea, and its branches 
to the Rivers. | 


. —— 
4 — 


| And now let them that think they ſtand take heed 

leaſt they fall. We may our ſelves if GOD forſakes us 
| and gives us up, as he did the Jes, be in as great dan- © 
| | ger of Rome Papal, as they once thought themſelves to 
| be of Rome Pagan. GO can in his juſt Judgment 
| by one means or other cut us down, or leave us to cut 
| | down one another. 


| En quo diſcordia cives perduxit miſeros, faid the Poet 
3 of old (e.) And I call to mind a ſaying among the 
Jesus, alter their deſtruction, viz. © That if it had not 
© been for Malice among Neighbours, and for want of 
© Charity, Jeruſalem had never been deſtroyed “. 
They were a very knowing People, but grew very 
Jealous, Contentious and Malicious: With them was 
the Depoſitym of the Oracles of GOD, but that light 
ö | bad 
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had no kind operation on their Hearts. And 1 think 5 
that among Theologers tis counted that Zight in the | 


At Head, and Malice in the Heart, are the principal in- 
& gredients in the unpardonable Sin. 
n- 1 
— DOCTRINE F. * 
— The 4th & laſt Doctrine is, Thas tis the Sovereign 
id Will and Pleaſure of GO D, that his degenerate 
People ſhould have various and ſuitable means uſed I 
| with them, for their Recovery before they ure to- 1-1 
us tally and finally ruin'd and deſtroyed. As in the | | 
ro Text, Aſter that, thou ſhalt cut it down. | | | | 
; | | 
e - Here are two Branches in this Qbſervation. | | 
of | 12 | 
- 1. That the means that ſhould be uſed with a dege- | | 
By nerate People, ſhould be various. And "oy 644 
E | 
y 2. They ſpould bs Suitable. 
5 1ſt. Then they ſhould be Various. 1 
+ ; 3-2 
's d 1. Becauſe the wants of Souls are various, according | | 
| to their Tempers or Diſtempers, Temptations and the 1 
Times that paſs over them. Accordingly they ſhould = 
d have line upon line, precept upon precept, here a litsle 
8 | and there a little, and not only continued & unwearied | 
- = _ labour uſed with them, but alſo aDiverſity : on ſome we 
9 Hh muſt have Compaſſion, others muſt be ſaved with fear, | 


e = as in 7ude v. 22, 23. And we know the old Adage, 
t ; Reſicit Verietas. 1 4 | 


2. Becauſe whatever may be the event as to Man, yet 
33 this is the way to bring Glory to GOD. If the Tree 
1 be fruitful, that naturally reſults in the Glory of GOD's | 
1 Mercy and Grace; and if it remains finally barren, yet f 
EI the event will be to the Glory of GOD's Juſtice, which | 
is inhanced by the howlings of the Damned, as well | g 
| as his Mercy by the Hallelujah's or Prayers of his Saints. | 


| Now GOD will be Gloryfied in his Diſpenſations to 

| Men, and in his final Diſpoſition of them. As to the 
former, GOD was pleaſed to uſe great variety with the 
barren Jeet, which are ſet down largely in the Holy N 
i SGWcriptures "bo 
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Feriptu res for a witneſs againſt — but Vultures (tis 
ſaid) are killed with Oyl of Roſes, and Zygers grow 
mad at ſweet Perfumes, yet as in 2 Cor. 2. 15. We are 


' » #ntoGod a ſweet ſavour inChriſt in them that are ſaved 


and in them that periſh. Such Sinners muſt periſh 
without Apology, and muſt confeſs that they have been 
fairly treated, and Death and Deſtruction, i. e. Dead and 
Damned Men muſt ſay in the bottomleſs pit, as in 0 
28. 22. That they have heard the fame of Wiſdom 
with their Ears. And in Ja. 5. 3, 4. Who is it that 
GOD appeals to there, when he faith, Fudge I pray 
you, &c. but the Conſciences of the Guilty, 


2dly. The means uſed with a barren People, muſt 
on otherwiſe they are not likely to attain their 


1. They muſt be ſuited to the Revealed Will ofGOD 
in his Word. That is the Rule both for the Vineyard 
and the Dreſſers thereof, The Vineyard is GOD's 
own, and every Tree & Plant in it, is at GOD's diſ- 

fal always, the means to be uſed with them are of 

3O0D's contrivance, the Iaſtruments who are to im- 
. the means, have their call from GOD, and their 

urniture to their work, the Fruit of the Tree is due to 
GOD ; therefore the means, yea all the means muſt be 
ſuited to His Revealed Will. 


2. The means muſt be ſuited to the Wants & Capa- 
cities of Men; but of that I have ſaid ſomething before. 
So did the Apoſtle Paul, 1 Cor. 9. z, 21, 22, 23. 
Yea and a greater than Paul, Mark 4. 33. Even the 
beſt dreſler of the Vineyard, of the Church, that ever 
was upon the Earth. | 


Finally, GOD will have various and ſuitable means 
uſed with a degenerate or barren People, becauſe of the 
Goodneſs and Mercitulnels of his Nature, his Patience, 
Long-ſuftering, S. *Tis his Glory to appear, as in 
Exod 34. 6, 7. The Lord, the Lord God merciful and 
gracious, long-ſuffering, and abundant in goodneſs and 
in truth, keeping mercy for thouſands, forgiving iui- 
quity, and tranſgreſſion aud ſin, &c. as 

0 
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Tho' all the Attributes of GOD are the ſame with 
his Eſſence, yet the acts of his Juſtice are called his 
Strange Acts, Ja. 28. 21. But he delighteth in Mercy 
(f) which ſeems to be his darling Attribute. What 
means ſuch expreſſions as thoſe in Hoſea 6.4. O Ephra- 
im what ſhall I do unto thee ? O qudab what ſhall I 
do unto thee ? but to ſhew that GOD would have all 
poſſible means uſed with his ſinful People, before they 
are cut down? And when the fatal time is come, tis 
with an How ſvall J give thee up O Ephraim? How 
Hall I deliver thee Iſrael? An 75 9. 7. 1 will meſs 
them and try them, for how ſhall I do for the daughter 


of my people? 
APPLICATION. 
What hath been ſaid under this laſt Doctrine, give 
me leave now to Apply to this Auguſt and Numerous 


Aſſembly ; and to the whole Land. And what we 
have heard I think will naturally lead us, 


I. To Reflect upon what Means have been uſed with 
Us, that we might be a Fruitful or Religious People. 


II. To conſider, Whether if that notwithſtanding the 
means that have been uſed with us for the ends afore- 
ſaid, any Symptoms are diſcernable upon us, whereby 
we have any reaſon to fear that we are under the Blaſt, 
or falling under the Wrath of GOD. 


III. To Apply our ſelves (each one in his capacity) 
to endeavour the Revival of Religion and Virtue in 
the Land. 

1. Then, as to the firſt of theſe, let us conſider what 
means have been uſed with us for the. Revival of Re- 
ligion, or to make us a Virtuous and Religous People; 
and here we may know that much hath been done both 
by GOD and Men to attain that bleſſed end. 


1. By GOD, and that (1) By his Word. What can 
we imagine that he could have faid or ſpoken more un- 
to us than he hath done? He hath made it the main 

work 


——— 


() Mich» 7. 18. 


f 
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- and compaſſion, GOD began with us, Sealing 
ſtruction, with his Fatherly Correction. And altho? we 
accepted not thePuniſhment of ourIniquities as we ſhould 
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work of the Miniſtry both ſor merly & more lately. Ever 
ſince I ſuppoſe any of us can remember, our Pulpits 
have cryed for Rxxox MaTion.. We were warned of 


our danger, and told of our duty by many a Servant of 
_ GOD; ſome now in Heaven, and ſome upon the Earth; 


o G00 dealt with his Feople of old. Jer. 7. 25. 
Since the day that your Fathers came forth out of the 
Land of Egypt unto this day, I have even ſent unto you 
all my Servanss, the Prophets, dayly riſing up early 
and ſending them. So in Chap. 25. ver. 4. Chap. 29. 
19. Chap. 3515. _ Chap. 44. 4. * 


99 Let us conſider, what GOD hath done for us 
by his Works, in the way of his Providence, both to. 
recover us from our Spiritual Declenſions, and to pre- 
vent our Apoſtacy. 

ee r 
-., x. We may conſider, what GOD. hath done for us, 
or confer'd upon us, in his ways and works of at leaſt 
outward temporal mercies. Great Salvations GOD 
hath wrought for us. So he did for his People of old, 
as we, may read in Ja. 5. 1, 2, 3, 4. And Fer. 2. 6. 
7. Mich. 6.3, 4, 5. And in many P/alms *tis recorded, 
as in Pſalms 78, and others. Truly ſcarce any People 

have ſo much to conſider of the magnified, wonderful 
and manifold - Mercies of GOD to them as we have.: 
We may ſay to the praiſe and glory of GOD, as in /i. 
147. ult. He hath not dealt ſo with any nation; and 
that Sharp and Sarcaſtic Reproof in Deut. 32. 6 may 
be applyed to us, Do ge thus requite the Lord? &c. Is 
not he thy Father that hath bought thee ? Hath he net 
wade thee and eftabliſÞ'd thee ? Hol. 11. 3, 4. | 


2. We may farther conſider what GOD bath done 
for us in a way of Judgment. With much we Toy pitty 
is In- 


have done, yet GOD deſtroyed us not. Many a time 
hath he turned away his Wrath. Nzw-Encrany I 


hope hath not forgot the dak ſeries of Judgments that 


they have paſſed chrough, and ſeme of an uncommon 
kind; and what may be ſtill in ſtore ſor us we know 
not, but many are miſtaken if the times that we Jive in 
are not very dark and Qareatging. 21y. Let 


- 
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Alx. Let us conſider, what Means have been uſe by 
Man to make us aReligious & VirtuousPeople. Alth.,' 
we may fear that all Bach not been done that mig: 
have bzen done by Men of various Capacities to eff. 
this bleſſed work, yet very conſiderable hath been don: 
What Pious Proclamations have we. had from, Supre 
Authority, I mean from Crowned Heads, in the lait 
Reigns ? The Throne of Great Britain hath ſent fr !1 
its 'Thunders againſt Vice, Immorality & Prophanen. /i. 
At the happy REVOLUTION, which cauſed , |; 
Hearts of Proteſtants to Sing for Joy ; I mean at hy 
Acceſſion of King WILLIAM and Alen Mary, ',> 
the Breziſh 'Throne, we may remember what a 5 J. 
tion came forth. And afterwards by her late Maj: 
Queen Annz, which hath been read in our Chur 


; 


Fo rb the Firſt, Entitled, A Proclamation fene 
Encouragement of Piety and Virtue, and for the 
venting and Pu 105 Vice, Immorality and 7 
phanene(s : As allo what hath been done by his pre.“ 
Neft; on the Britiſ Throne, ( whom GD 1; 
preſerve ). And of that I may have occaſion to ſay [ f 
thing by and by. The tendency of all which Pr 
mations is, that we may be a Y#rruous and a Reli 
People. And that all Men of every Degree & Qu: 
might thereby be ſtirred up to do what in them! 
Prevent, Convict, Suppreſs & Puniſh the apparent“! 
of the times, that they might not in defiance of a! 
thority, be Rampant in the Land , and baffle all - 1. 
vours for their Suppreſſion : That Profane C ,-, 
Swearing, Lewdneſs, Exceſſive Drinking, Profanari. | 
the Lord's Day, and other immoral & diforderly p-- * . 
ces, may be faithfully born witneſs againſt, and refor:: - 
or if they refuſe to be reformed, that they may be 
Perſonal and not National, and ſo Land deſolatir:; n- 
And that Officers in truſt might be quickned in 
Duty. Agreeably hereunto, our Godly Governcr: '- . 
been calling upon us, inſomuch as that for many \ - 
{ we could ſcarce hear a Proclamation for a a 
ſt, but ſerious & ſolemn calls were therein co 
to Repentance & Reformation. Yea the whole - 
General Aſſembly have been active therein, and do 


concerned even from the hays of our Forefathers 


1 
x) 


Au. 


d Courts. And after that by his late Majeſty , 
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ſolemn obligation about this wor 
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And in our Eccleſiaſticõtate, beſides what was done in 


the firſt founding of thele Churches, that we might be 


a Fruitful People ; in the beginning of our degeneracy, 
or rather when we were linking therein, a Synop for 
Reformation was Aſlembled, which was a Repreſentative 
Body of theſe Churches of our Lord. And the Synods 
that we Have had in this Land have done 2 & good 
things for the Promotlon or Revival of Religion; the 
Reforming Synod that I have mentioned, aimed at a 
great Advancement in reforming work. Yet we may 
not uppolc that their work was perfect, or that it came 
to a Ne plus Ultra; and by the fame reaſon that they 
went fo far thetein as they did, we might per haps by 
the Blefting of Heaven go farther, 


The Miniſters of the Goſpel, thoſe Paſtors & Elders 
of/the Churches, have Preach'd & Pray'd to the utmoſt 
their Abilities, I hope for Reformation. And that 
bath the preſent & preteeding Miniſtry, the latter of 
which are gone to Heaven, and it will be well for us 
if they are not gone with that account of the Prophet, in 
Jer. 6. 29, 30. The Bellows are burned, the Lead is 
conſumed, &c. i. e. The Inſtruments are worn out, and 
all means are ſpent, and yet the People are Reprobate 
or Barren. | — 


The Churches of Chriſt in the Land have acted con- 


ſiderably in this work of Reformation, not only in their 


firſt Embodying, but allo ſome ofthem by the Renewal 
of their Covenant (a Duty too much neglected among 
us) And when Perſons own the Covenant in order to 
receive Church privileges, they A enter into 
It cannot be ex- 
Seng that 1 can enumerate all that hath been done, 
ut yet ſo much may be ſaid upon it; or ſome may be 
ready to think, that unleſs it be Family andPerſonal en- 
deavours, Ouid enim niſi vora Superſunt. For what 
remains ſave only Prayers. _ 


II. Let us conſider, whether if notwithſtanding all 
the means that have been uſed to make us a Reformed 
or ReligiousPeople, there are any Symptoms diſcernable 
upon us, whereby we have any reaſon to fear that we 
are under the Blaſt, or falling under the Wrath of 
GOD, | 00 | When 
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in | LR 

be When our Bleſſed Lord had been ſpeaking concernin 

y. the ruin of the Temple at Zeru/alem, there were tho 

or that asked him ſaying, (Luke, 21. ). Maſter ,but 

ve | when ſhall theſe things be? and what ſign will Me , 

ds be when theſe things ſhall come to paſs ? On this motion 

5d he foretells theSigns that ſhould be before theDeſtructi- 

he on of the Temple, and City of Feruſalem, as alſo the 

2 Signs that ſhould be before the laſt Day, with an Exhor- 

a tation to watchfulneſs; to the end of that Chapter. 

AC 

ey And altho' we have no enlurance of aTemporal over- 

Yy throw or deſtruction, ſimilar to that of the Jews ( tho? 
we ſhould continue in our Degeneracy, and die in final 

| Apoſtacy; but only of our Spiritual and Eternal Death) 

2 Yet I humbly conceive that when theſe Signs following | 

ſt appear, they are more portentous of the deſtruction of | 

Js a proſeſſing People of GOD (one way or another) than 

5 the moſt amazing prodigies that appeared in or over | 

IS the Temple at Zeru/alem, before their overthrow, or | 

n the greateſt Quakings of our Earth, or the moſt Dra- | 

's conick Comet that ever blaz'd in the Ether; unleſs 

d that in our. Logic, we can ſeperate Cauſes & their Effects; | 

e or in Divinity, reconcile Salvation & Impenitency. And | 
let us conſider whether any of the following tokens are "1 
upon us, whereby we may make ſome judgment of our | 

b | delves. 

4 | | 

| 1. Then more generally, when a People by their 1 

4 long unprofitableneſs under all the means of Grace, | 

) have rendered themſelves uncapable of profiting by any | 

þ - means; and are under hardneſs of Heart, and conſe- | 


quently reprobate to every good work. As in Fer. 6. 
| 29, 39. before quoted, and ſee in Rom. 1. 28. 2 Tim. 
| 3. 8. Titus 1. 16. Jer. 7. 25, 26. But it may be 
faid, Bolus later in Generalibus. Deceit lyes in 
Generals. | 


2Iy. Then particularly, let me ſay, _ 
1. When a Degenerate People are utterly careleſs and 
unconcerned about their own Reformation & Salvation ; 
when they ſee no need of it, but ſcorn and ſcoff at ſuch 
as exhort thereto. See Iſa. 21. 11, 12. The burden of 
Dumah. He calleth to me out of Seir, Watchman, 
what of the Night? * what of the Night ? 
a 2 . 
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Sc. (g) Some have thought that theſe words were 
ken in a way of ſcoff or deriſion, . d. You Prophet, 
vou profeſs your ſelf to be a Warder, and to watch for 
the:good of your Peeple, what tidings have you for us? 
'You and your fellow Frophets threaten us with Nights 


ef Affliction; but we enjoy fair Day light of Proſperity, 
hence and Liberty. What think you of it o, Warch- 


mn, what of theNight? Watchman, what of the Night? 


e have more to the ſame tenor in Fer. 17. 15. and 
%.: 5. 19. | | 


2. When a People are grown wilful in their ways of 


ſtaning againſt, and backſliding from GOD. When 


they wilfully refuſe to Repent and Reform; and wil- 
fully oppole and reſiſt both GOD and Man in the Im- 
j171vement of all Means to bring them to Reperttance 
an Reformation, Ifa. 30. 15, 16. For thus ſaith the 


| Lord God, the Holy One of Iſrael, in returning and 


;-/t ſhall ye be ſaved ; in quietneſs and confidence hall 
lee your Strength; and ye would nat. But ye ſaid, 
N, &c. Jer. 2. 25. — Zut thou ſaidſt, there is no 
/:p2, No, for I have loved ſtrangers, and after them 
i go. And Fer. 18. 11, 12. and 8. 3. & 44. 16. 
Lech. J. 11, 12. Hence GOD faith in Lev. 26.23,24. 
A 14 if ye will not be reformed by theſe things, but will 
20 1th contrary unto me : Then will I alſo walk contrary 
dc, and will puniſh you yet ſeven times for your 
Sins. And Ezek. 18. 21. | 


a. When a degenerating People will not underſtand, 
Cern nor conſider the proper Time and Seaſon of their 
R-pentance and Reformation. Iſa. 30. 18 And rhere- 


jose will the Lord wait that he may be gracious unto 
, and therefore will he be exalted, that he may have 
rey upon you; for the Lord your God is a God of 


1nIsment ; Bleſſed are all thy that wait for bim. 
And in the 19th of Zuke 41, 4z, 43. before quoted. 


4. When the Sins of the Times are become unre- 


 f5rmable and the poſitive Duties of the Times are 


come impractic able. ie. When both Repentance and 
Refor- 
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r are become impracticable and impoſſi- 
le to ſuch a People. True it is, that Repentance 
and Reformation are never impoſſible or impracticable 
to any People, if GOD undertake it for them by 
Himſelf, i. e. in the more immediate and extraordi- 
nary way of his working. He can give Reſurrection to 
a People dead and buried in their Graves, Esek. 32. 3. 
But tho? we may not ſay that Repentance and Reforma- 
tion are impracticable or impoſſible for GOD in ſuch 
an immediate and extraordinary way of working by 
himſelf; yet we may know that it is ſometimes ſo, ac- 
cording to the ordinary and mediate way of working by 


Means. Now the Sins of the Times may be ſaid to be 


unreformable,when they are multiplyed and aggravated 
under the Improvement of all Means to ſuppreſs, ſub- 


due and reform them, when they grow more general 


and powerful, and prevail to fruſtrate all Means for Re- 
formation; but eſpecially, when GOD leaves or gives 


up a People to their Sins. And there is great danger, 
of t 


his when the Sins of the Times become cuſtomary, 

or when any way of ſirining is become a generalCuſtom, 
or the Wav of a People, then *tis next to unreformable. 
Jer. 13. 23. Can the Ethiopian change his Skin, or the 
Leopard his Spots? Then may ye alſo do good, that 
are accuſtomed to do Evil. Or when Sin or a way of 
ſinniag, carries away the Heart or Spirit of a People; 
and fo it becomes the Spirit of the Times : When their 
Hearts are ſet upon their Iniquities. Ho. 4. 8. Jer. 

22. 17. Their eyes and hearts are not but for their co- 
vetouſueſs. Worldly Luſts are very unreformable. Sins 
that have been Propagated from one Generation to ano- 
ther, from Parents to Children, and ſo in a ſenſe are 
ingenerated or contempered into or with the very Con- 

ſtitution of a People, are hard to be rooted out. Such 

were the Sins of GOD's People of old ; and GOD 

often puts them in mind of it, that from the days of 
theic Fathers they had been /o and /o ſinful, Jer. 17. 1. 
and 22. 21. and 32. 30, Hereditary Diſeaſes in the na- 


tural Body are ſeldom if ever cured ; Such Sinus render 


the Duties that GOD calls for in the way and work 
of Reformati/ n next to impracticable; for they are al- 


ways inconſiſtent with the Sins of the Times, i. e. Such 


Duties as can't be practiſed without the Suppreſſion of 
| the 


* 
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= | the Sins of the Times; as in Iſa. 1. 16,19. Ceaſe to Jo 
evil, learn to do well. 


#' And the Duties of the Times become impracticable, 
SE when the Hearts of a People are turned from them and 
i | ſet againſt them, as when they are ſo ſet upon their 
Sins, as that they are ſet againſt their Duties, Tr. 22.17. 
If we do not love our Duties, we can never practice 
themto divine Acceptation. A conſtrained Obedience 
may come from the very Devils, among whom no Re- 
formation may be expected. Many more awful Tokens 
I might inſiſt on. 
But 
and Finally, When a People fink into Deſpair, 
and are without Hope concerning themſelves, and give 
up all thoughts of Reformation as a matter to them 
impracticable and impoſſible, and fo reſolve to trouble 
themſelves no more about it. Thus G OD repreſents 
that People deſperately ſpeaking, Ezek. 10. 33. —— {if 
our Iniquities and Sins be 7 is us, and we pine away in 
them, how ſhould we then live? They ſpeak as if they 
were hopeleſs, or deſpairing of any Repentance or Re- 
formation; but more deſperately did they ſpeak, Jer. 
22.13. Let us eat and drink,for to morrow we ſhall dye. 
O let us not then deſpair ! | 
But in the can | 
LTI. and laſt place, Be excited each one in his Sphere 
or Capacity, to do what he can for the revival of Reli- 
gion and Virtue in the Land; that we may be a Peo- 
ple fruitful ro & O D; and then fhall we be an happy 
People; for it is He that can unty every Gordian-Knor, 
extricate out of every Labyrinth, and deliver us from all 
our Perplexities, Diſtreſſes, Fears and Dangers. And 
1 as we have heard, if at length the Tree bring forth 
Fruit, all will be well. | 


And ſuffer me here to ſay, a 
I. That it muſt be with great pleaſure and ſatisfaction 
in the Breaſt of every true Chriſtian, and eſpecially in 
Chriſt's Miniſters, to behold our Civil Rulers uſing 
proper means to make us a Religious and V irtuous 
eople: And in a particular manner to find, that His 
Excellency our preſent Governor hath appeared ready to 
exert himſelf on this head. Ir 
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It was counted of old au happine(s for a People to 
have aGovernor from the midſt of themſelves, as in Fer. 
. 21. It is eminently ſo when the puie and undefiled 
eligion ofa People is the object of his Paternal Affęcti- 
on and. Care. And how much this is our caſe we 
have heard in ſeveral Speeches, that we have been favoured 
with, and particularly in a Proclamation by His Excel- 
lency, For the Encouragement of Piety and Virtue, and 
for the Preventing and Puniſhing of Vice, Profane- 
neſs and Inmorality. Which is publickly read in ouc 
Courts immediately before the Charge is given. And 
we have great reaſon to believe, that that Religious Pro- 
clamation proceeded from a due ſence of the great and 
indiſpealible duty of the Civil Magiſtrate, by all poſſible 
ways to Promote and Encourage Virtue and Religion, 
and the ſtrict obſervation of GOD's holy Law, the 
ſtrongeſt band of human Society, and the moſt ſtable 
and firm foundation of Government ; and to diſcount- 
enance and puniſh all Impiety and Immorality, Oc. (as 
in the ſaid Proclamation ) And that which adds to the 
Luſtre of that pious endeavour, is that it was in humble 
imitation ofthe Royal Example of His Majeſty's Piety 
and Goodneſs, who has ſo often recommended and en- 
forced the practice of Virtue and Religion, and in con- 
formity to His Majeſty's Royal Inſtructions to His Ex- 
cellency, Sc. And with the Advice of His Majeſty's 
Council of this Province, thac the firm Reſolutions con- 
tained in that Proclamation were undertaken. And all 
it ſeems under an Awful Sence of that Strict Account 
that Civil Rulers muſt hereafter give to the Supreme 
Lawgiver, whoſe Kingdom ruleth over all. And the 
Greateſt and moſt Serviceable among Men are lyable to 


the Stroke of Death, and muſt be brought to that Strict 
Account. | 


Death ſhot near to your Excellency, when her fatal 
Dart lately ſtruck our late Honourable Lieutenant 
Governor Z ATL ER | And I think that our Tears 
may this Day be properly called for on his Grave: 
For by his Amoture, New- E»gland hath loſt a Friend, 
a true Friend, and that in a dark, ſtormy and threat- 
ningSeaſon ; one who was ofa Generous, Magnanimous, 

Heroic and Princely Spirit, and an Honour to the Go- 
yerament. One who loved us, and one mou 1 
: : 4 ve 5 
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Loved, not only when he fat in the chief Chair of the 
' Government, but alſo at other times: For his Services 


to his Country ſeem'd always ready, both in Civil, Mui- 
* rary & Religious Bete, It may truly be faid of him, 


That He Liv'd De red, and Dy Lamenzted ! May 
the GOD of all Conſolation comfort his Orphan Fa- | 


all of you are Children of the moſt high : Bur ye ſhall 
dye like Men, and full like one 0 the Fog ue 


es as, may be for GOD's Glory, 
Proſperity. ß. . 
.RELIGTON with the greateſt ray 
calls for. your Patronage and Nurture. And all fuch 

Acts whereby both the Tables of the Moral Law may 

be ſupported and defended ; The Civil Magiſtrate, be- 

ing Cuſtos urriuſq ; Tabule, ſhould guard Religion to- 

wards GOD, and Righteouſneſs towards Man. 'This 

is One (I humbly conceive, if not the principal) Reaſon 

of theſe our Lecti res on theſe our Eleftion-Dogs. Tis 

not becauſe we in the Goſpel, Miniſtry are thought to be 
acquainted with the Elemeats of Civil 1 ſo 

as to be able to aſſign the Ballance of the farts there- 

of, or any Arcana Imperij, which - things are neither 

our Study nor Ambition; but as Ambaſſadors for 
Chriſt to remind and beſeech you (and if I may uſe the * 
Apoſtles Phraſe, as tho GOD did beſcech you, &c.) 


to regard the Intereſts of Religion, which as they r 
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for & O D's Glory, ſo for our Liſe. And in a parti 
lar manner, I humbly propoſe to Conſideration, whe- 
cher ſome Acts or Laws againſt the Vices of the Times 

are edg'd or ſharpened with ſufficient Penalties ; and 
in particular, whether enough hath been done to puniſh 
the Violation of GOD's Holy Sabbath ; that Article 
of the ſtanding or fall ing of the Tree: And more par- 
ticularly to conſider whether the Poſting of Warrants, 
or other publick Intelligence, on Meeting-Houſes on 
Sabbath - Days, as the Cuſtom is in many Places, where- 
by the proper Reſt and Duties of that Day are diſtur- 
bed, ought not to be redreſt by the Civil Magiſtrate. 


Commutative Fuſtice, all will acknowledge to be 
within the Sphere of the Civil Magiſtrate ; And as an 
honorable Support is in Juſtice due to each Branch of 


the Legiſlature, according to their reſpective Poſts and 
Services, and to all Perſons in publick Truſt; fo if it 


ſhould N 1 ſhould be done by the Publick 
to particular Perſons, they ought to be repaired, and a 
juſt Reſtitution ſhould be made ; according to the Doc- 
trine once delivered to our General Aſſembly by the 
late Reverend and Learned Mr. Pemberton, ( F) once 
Paſtor of a Church of Chriſt in this Place, but now 
with GOD: “ Otherwiſe ( ſaith he) tho? we were as 
« a Signet at GOD's right Hand, He would pluck 
© us thence . 


Once more, Suffer me to ſay to our Honorable Gene- 
ral Aſſembiy, as Tertullus the Orator ſaid to Gover- 
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nour Felix (Acts 24. 2. ) That *tis by you that we 


enjoy great quierneſs, &c. I mean that tis by your 


Wiſdom and Care (under GOD ) that a Pzacs hath 


been ſettled and maintained with our ancient Iadian 
Enemy, and Opportunities are put into our Hands to 
ſerve the Intereſts of our Holy Religion among them. 
Had ſuch meaſures as have been lately taken with 
them been put into practice about Thirty Years paſt, 
what an Effalion of Chriſtian Blood and Treaſure, and 
doleful Pagan or Popiſh Captivities, by the Blefling of 
Heaven, might have 1 5 prevented ? And a great *. 
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( f ) See his Sermon on Hof. 7. 9. Pag 16. Referring 
plainly to the dark Time of 1692, ay Salem, &r. 
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of that perplexity which a diſtreſſed Province is now 
brought into reſpecting a Medium of Trade. 


Could your hear the Wiſhes and Prayers of the Inha- 


= bitants of our expoſed Frontiers in Time of War, who 


have been wont to be in fear of rhe Adder in the Path, 
and of the Noiſe of the Archers at the Places of draw- 
ing Water, and to lye down and & je up in Fear. Or 
in general, to be expoſed to the doleful Calamities of a 
bloody War, doubtleſs they would be, that Peace 
might be cultivated and maintained. Matth. 9. 12. 
T herefore all things arbatßbever ye would that Men 


ſhould do to you, do ye even ſo to them; for this is the 


Law and the Prophets. 


2dly. It is alſo” very deſirable, & an hopeful Sign to 
{ee the Paſtors and Churches of Chriſt among us, uſing 
various and ſuitable means for the Revival of Religion 


in the Land. 


I hope that I am ſenſible of my incapacity,to add any 
thing to the knowledge of my Reverend Fathers and 
Brethren in the Miniſtry, or to be a Director to them 
about the moſt proper means to be uſed with a degene- 
rate People. | 


I know that it hath been a matter that hath lain 


very near to theHearts of many, if not moſt, and J hope 


all the Miniſters of Chriſt in the Land, for ſome Years 
aſt ; and on that account ſeveral Aſſociations of Paſtors 
ave turned their Meetings into days of Faſting and 
Prayer ; and invited their Churches and Congregations 
to join with them therein. To ſeek to GOD for the 
Revival of Religion in the Land, and for the Divine 
Bleſſing on the Riſing Generation: Which hath in ſome 
places been followed with remarkableSucceſs, inſomuch 
as that ſome who never apparently minded Religion be- 
fore, after that were ſeen with their Faces Zion- ward: 
for which cauſe we ſhould bow our knees unto the Fa- 
ther of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, of whom the whole Fa- 
mily of Heaven and Earth is named, as with Thank- 


fulneſs for ſuch emanations of his Grace, ſo with. conti- 


nued Supplication for the progreſs of the work of Re- 
formation in the Land, 5 | Th 
The 


. ͤ oe IS 


1 Weg 


— — 


An Election SERMON 23 


The Times that we live in are perillous as the laſt 
muſt be, 2 Zim 3.1. And by the late turn of them, 
ſome of Chriſt's Witneſſes have been greatly wounded 
in the Street, (g) and their Miniſterial Endeavours for 
the Spiritual and Eternal good of the Souls of Men, 
have been very much diflerved thereby; for the poor 
Mans Wiſdom is deſpiſed, and his Words are not heard, 
Eccl. 9. 16. | 


But that which adds to our Burden is,that the Alarms 
that we hear from one quarter or another carry with 
them ſometimes Horribilia de DEO, et Tirribilia de 
fide, &c. Concerning the Godhead or Sacred Trinity, 
that our Bleſled Saviour is not Co- eſſential with the 


Father, and conſequently not Co- equal nor Co- eternal. 


And ſome would induce us to believe that Hell- fire is 
ſhortly, or in ſometime to be quench'd, or that the 
Torments of Hell are not everlaſting: Other Errors we 
may expect or the Reſurrection of ſome out of their 
Graves, in which they have Slept for a long time, like 
the two laſt thac I have mentioned. 


But who knows but that the more our Labours and 


Sufferings are here, the greater Reward G O D may 
graciouſly give us hereafter. 


It bears a good aſpect upon Religion and our Mini- 
ſtry in particular, when our Churches and all that be- 
long to GOD, Strengthen our Hands in that Bleſſed 
work that we are called to ; but as bad if by them we 
ſhould be weakened, and Religion wounded in the 
houſe of its Friends. Or when the true Evangelical 
Paſtors of the Churches acting by divine Rule, are ca- 
lumniated with deſpotic Rule or Government. 


That theMiniſters of theGoſpel,or Evangelical Paſtors, 
are Rulers, I think is a point that is generally acknow- 
ledged ; but as to the extent of theirPowerin governing 
their reſpective Cliarges, Men are not ſo well agreed 
therein. It had been well (as [ humbly think) for the 
Church, if on the oxe band, her Rulers did never in- 
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(2) i. e. The Market Place. 
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| _ afſign'd them, and thereby have lorded it over theLord's 


—_— — 


groſs into their hands more power than ever their Lord 


Heritage. And on the orher hand, it the Sons of Kora h 
had never made any intrenchments on thePrieſtly Office, 
but had been contented with the Privileges that their 


Lord hath left them. 


Thea doth the Church flouriſh, when her Guides 
underſtand their Duty & practice it; and the:Brethren 
are appriſed of their Privileges, and maintain them, and 
obey them that rule over them in the Lord. N 


3Iy. It would afford occaſion of great Joy, if thoſe 
that have the care of the Government, and Inſtruction 
of the Riſing Generation, would exert themſelves to 
their utmoſt in training them up in Religion. It hath 
been thought by ſome, that if ever we are a Reformed 
People, that, our. Reformation muſt begin here; and 
how greatly then is it to be deſired, that Heads of 
Families would do their Duty therein : For Families 
are the beginnings of Human Societys, and therefore. 
if our Reformation be according to Chriſt's. Rules, then 
Chriſtian Oeconomy ſhould be principally regarded, 
and particularly the duties required in the Fifth Com- 
mandment in the Decalogue. For ?tis natural for 
Children to think theic Parents to be the moſt wiſe and 


powerful of Mankind. Such conceptions they take in 


with their firſt Aliment: And as they grow up, if they 
are not well governed, they are prone enough to im- 
prove their young Logic to this concluſion, viz. That 
their Superiors in State or Church, muſt yeild to their 
Stubborn Wills. Hence 'tis that as in Iſa. 3. 3. The 
Child ſhall behave himſelf 8 againſt the Ancient, 
and the baſe againſt the Honourable, 


Dr. Prideaus in a Sermon of his on the Fifth of 
November, ſeems to hold forth, that it was Bichri's 
defect towards his young Sheba, that brought him at 
laſt to ſound that 'Treaſonable Blaſt, () Ve have na 
part in King David, nor inheritance in the Son of 
7 e, &c. | 8 . Tj 

L 13 


re 


"I" 


— ſu 4 Lb 


— (5) 2 Sam 20. : 


An Elektion SERMON. 25 
"Tis happy when Schools of Learning are duly ſup- 


ported, attended and regulated. And we can never be - 


thankful enough to GOD, ſor putting it into the Hearts 
of our Fore-fathers to Found a College in N- England, 
that Primroſe of all His Majeſty's Dominions in A. 
merica. May GOD bleſs that Society, andall the Se- 
minaries of Learning among us, which are the Glory 
of our Land, reward their Beneſactors, and bleſs and 
aſſiſt all concerned in the Government and well-order- 
ing of them ; for whoever Planted, and whoever Wa- 
ters them, yer GOD alone gives the Increaſe. 


Laſtly, As to the whole. Body of this People, Per- 
ſonal Reformation is to be wiſh'd and pray'd for, for 
every one of them, and by every one to be endeavour- 


ed after. Man, 'Thy Life is a Tree ſhortly to be cut 


down, how ſoon none knows. Many ſudden Deaths 
have been in our Land in a Year or Two paft, and 
ſome very ＋ and {ad Accidents, more than uſual 
it hath been tho't in the ſame time formerly ! Let us all 
then endeavour to bring forth Fruits meet for Repen- 
tance, and apply our ſelves to GOD in Prayer to re- 
vive Religion among us, or to make-us fruitful to 


himſelf ; for *tis He alone that can make us fo, accor- 


ding to that of the Prophet, ſpeaking of the Cedar of 
the Goſpel, in the 175th Chapter of Exekiel, and the 
la&t Verſe, with which I conclude ; And all the Trees 
of the Field ſhall know that I the Lord, have brought 
down the high Tree, have exalted the low Tree, have 
dryed up the green Tree, and have made the dry Tres 
to flouriſh : I the Lord have ſpoken and have done is. 
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